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There are many reasons why the number 21 is significant in the Tomb of the Unknowns. 

One of the reasons why this number is significant is because it signifies the number of steps a 

guard takes on the mat in front of the tomb. Another reason why 21 is so special is because the 

guards face east for 21 seconds, then face north for 21 seconds, then walk 21 steps the opposite 

way on the mat. The last and main reason why 21 is significant is because of the 21-gun salute. 

This salute is one of the highest honors that can be given to anyone in the Armed Forces who has 

given their life for their country. 

 There are specific rules that a guard needs to follow. The main rule is that once they are 

chosen, they need to spend about six to twelve months in training. This training works on how 

they walk on the mat and how to change guards. Other rules include not drinking alcohol for the 

rest of their life, not using inappropriate language, and never getting into fights with others. The 

guards need to be within 5’10” and 6’2” and have a waist size no larger than 30 inches. After 

their training is complete, they are given a badge with a wreath on it to signify their service, 

which then becomes permanent after serving nine months as a guard. Today, only about 525 

guards have received these badges. They also must spend almost all their free time studying the 

people that are buried in Arlington National Cemetery.  

 There are many ways that this ceremony represents PVCA’s Core Values. Honor is 

shown by the guards offering complete and full respect to the Unknown Soldier. The ceremony 

is also an act of gratitude to the Soldiers because they gave their lives for our country. This is our 

country’s way of saying “thank you” to those individuals. The way that this ceremony and 

memorial shows perseverance is that the soldiers commit to work every day, no matter the 

weather. Even during a hurricane, the soldiers refused to give up their post and continued to 

guard the tomb. This memorial shows integrity because the guards choose to live a lifestyle that 

does not bring shame to those who have given their lives for our freedom. Responsibility is 

shown because the guards take their duty seriously, including understanding the rules and 

studying when they are required to. 

The reason why I would like to participate in this ceremony is so I can be a part of 

something that not many other people are able to participate in. I would like to have a more 

meaningful experience while visiting Arlington National Cemetery. I believe I could represent 

my school and the PVCA Core Values well by being involved in this special ceremony. 

 


