
 
Light Amidst the Darkness 

Election Chaos 
By Benjamin LeBlanc 

The mood at PVCA following election night was 

anxious, as mail-in ballots stalemated the race 

and barred newscasters from declaring President 

Trump or former Vice President Biden the  

winner. Scenes of celebration and sulking from 

four years earlier were replaced by tense  

huddles over electoral maps and frenzied  

conversation among students attempting to 

gauge the candidates’ remaining chances. 

Sam Martynenko believed Trump would come 

out on top. “I’m confident Trump is going to  

win… even though currently Biden is in the lead, 

most of the polls on the Eastern Seaboard, a lot 

of them aren’t closed yet, including  

Michigan, Wisconsin, Georgia, Pennsylvania. 

Those four states are going to play major, major 

roles, and Trump is ahead in all four of them 

right  now.” 

Similarly, Conor Ondrick thought Trump would 

pull through, but was surprised by the closeness 

By Alexa Walker 

After completing 7 weeks of in-person learning, 

PVCA administrators were informed of the 

school’s first positive coronavirus case which  

resulted in the quarantine of 9 eleventh-grade 

students. In accordance with state guidelines, 

students considered close contacts, those who 

had been within 6 feet of the COVID-19 positive  

student for at least 15 minutes, were dismissed 

from school to begin a fourteen-day quarantine. 

The virtual students had varying experiences with 

the quarantine. Joshua Shumskiy and John Russell 

were optimistic about the new situation. 

“Honestly, it’s like a miniature vacation, but it only 

 feels like that because I know I’m going back to 

By Gianna Albano 

 

Young people all over the world have struggled emotionally, mentally, and spiritually throughout the COVID-19 

pandemic. Surveys were conducted among adults, ages 18 years or younger in the United States from June 24–

30, 2020. “Overall, 40.9% of respondents reported at least one adverse mental or  behavioral health condition, 

including symptoms of anxiety disorder or depressive disorder,” stated the Center for Disease Control and  

Prevention. Despite this drastic decline in young adults’ mental health, students at Pioneer Valley Christian  

Academy have chosen to remain positive and grateful amid this crisis.   

 

“This pandemic is in God's hands, and this is part of the big plan that He has for us and our life. So I just stay 

calm by 

Similarly, Shumskiy seemed thrilled about his  

extra time. “It’s been pretty lit. I get to wake up 

later and get a lot of breaks because of my study 

halls. It’s definitely not bad at all, but I wouldn’t 

want to do it for another week,” he said.  

Other students made peace with their situation. 

“It was hard to be in quarantine, but I’m glad we 

were able to join the classes so we didn’t miss 

anything,” Alison Witherow said. 

Some students commented on how it affected 

their learning habits, “I did not enjoy doing online  

because I learn twenty times more when I’m in 

the actual class rather than online.  Another  

problem I had with online is the freedom I had. I 

feel like when I don’t have those freedoms I tend 

COVID-19 strikes PVCA 

quarantine had on its students who need the 

classroom environment to learn more efficiently. 

The students who were in the fourteen-day  

quarantine were allowed back in school starting 
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GRATITUDE DURING COVID-19 

I’m so thankful that my  

mom’s employer has been so  

accommodating and allowing 

her to work from home so she 

can also care for my sisters. 

I’m thankful for everyone  

being much more hygienic and 

clean. Everyone seems to be 

more healthy. 

~Nathan, Grade 6 

I’m thankful for the positive 

atmosphere at Pioneer Valley 

Christian Academy.  

~Walther, Grade 9 

(cont. pg. 2) 



Medal of Honor recipient shares his story 

By Benjamin LeBlanc 

In celebration of Veterans Day, the high school 

gathered in the gym to participate in a virtual  

interview with Medal of Honor recipient Matthew 

O. Williams on November 10th. The Congressional 

Medal of Honor Society hosted the interview as 

part of their character training and development 

program whose stated goal is to “help build  

character, and promote responsible leadership.”  

The Medal of Honor’s status as the “highest and 

most exclusive” United States military award is 

justified in the countless citations for young  

servicemen who dove on grenades to save their 

companions, or led counterattacks against  

overwhelming odds, braving bullets, flames, and 

their own fear. First established in 1861 by  

Abraham Lincoln as a military medal for Navy  

servicemen, it has expanded to include all four  

military branches, and comes in three unique 

designs to represent the Navy, Coast Guard, and 

Marine Corps. Over its 150 year history, there 

have been a total of 3,507 recipients, 69 of whom 

are still living. Additionally, it is the only military 

medal awarded by the President, which includes  

a number of lifelong benefits, including a monthly 

pension of $1,388, a 10% increase in retirement 

pay, and special invitations to inaugural events. 

“I learned how truly important the medal was to 

 

fight for you really have nothing at all… if we don’t 

have a country to fight for, what do we really 

have?”  

By the end of the interview, many students  

gained a new appreciation for Veterans Day, while 

those with family members formerly in the  

military paused for reflection.  

“[The interview] helped me realize [Veterans Day] 

wasn’t just another holiday like St. Patrick’s Day. 

All these presentations helped me understand 

that this holiday is personal since it’s for  

American soldiers who have fought for me,”  

Emma Kerns (’23) said.  

For John Russel (’22), who has family who served 

in the military, Veterans Day holds a special place 

in his heart, “Veterans Day has always meant a lot 

President of the United States, Donald J. Trump hosts the Medal of Honor 

Ceremony in honor of U.S. Army Master Sgt. Matthew O. Williams, at the 

White House, Washington, D.C., Oct. 30, 2019. (U.S. Army Photos by  

Sgt. Keisha Brown) 

Sergeant Matthew O. Williams, who was awarded 

the Medal of Honor by President Trump at the 

White House on October 10, 2019, for “acts of 

gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the 

call of duty” on April 6th, 2008 while serving as a 

weapons sergeant in Afghanistan.  

Sergeant Williams explained that once he joined 

the army, he had to complete Basic Training,  

Airborne School, and Special Forces Assessment 

and Selection to be inducted into the Special  

Forces, which took around a year and a half,  

before “rehearsing” with his unit for their first 

operation. He credited the mutual trust built over 

months of team training sessions with the survival 

of his men on that fateful October op, and  

dismissed any notion of his own heroism, saying 

of the injured soldiers he evacuated to safety, “if I 

were in their position, I would’ve expected  

someone to get me… and work as hard as possible 

to save my life.” 

“It really is crazy how a man under fire from RPGs 

and heavy gunfire can keep his cool and  

instinctively return fire. And on top of that  

dragging a soldier with full gear down to a  

mountain to safety,” said John Russell, junior. 

Similarly, Victoria Sharpe (‘23) felt inspired by his 

valor in battle. “Hearing Matthew O. Williams 

speak of his acts of bravery was incredibly  

inspiring because it showed me how an ordinary 

boy grew up and did extraordinary things for this 

nation,” Sharpe said. 

When asked what the Medal of Honor meant to 

him, Sergeant Williams echoed a sentiment 

shared by many Medal of Honor recipients, “[I] 

didn’t do anything 1,000 other people would have 

done… the Medal of Honor is a representation of 

those who have served before me… who have not 

been recognized. There’s very few of us that have, 

and we’re very fortunate in that manner.” 

As the conversation shifted closer to home,  

Sergeant Williams drew parallels between his 

school experience and military experience,  

relating how team sports helped him develop the 

”never quit” attitude and teamwork skills crucial 

to seeing out difficult ops, and “tough” teachers 

worked accountability into his life with repeated 

emphasis on task completion, which proved useful 

in his leadership role as a Sergeant. Perhaps in 

anticipation of doubts from students, Sergeant 

Williams explained that his adolescence kept him 

from realizing the indelible mark formal education 

left on his life, “sometimes you don’t understand 

the lessons being taught when they’re taught to 

you.” 

In a similar vein, Sergeant Williams stressed the 

importance of service in a free society, as  



Light Amidst The Darkness (cont. pg. 1) 

“It’s helped me to become grateful for the 

things I didn’t know I was taking advantage of. 

So many people lost everything and I’m  

grateful that I have parents who provide and 

I’m grateful that I was healthy during the  

pandemic,” Anessyah Love, an eighth grader 

added. 

Angelik Roman-Roque, a tenth-grader who is 

attending PVCA remotely this year, is  

maintaining a positive attitude. “I've managed 

to stay grateful by remaining positive. I know 

that sounds basic but if I can look at all the 

things that I have and all the good things that 

have happened to me it makes it so much  

easier to find a silver lining helping me stay 

GRATITUDE DURING COVID-19 
(cont. from pg. 1) 

 

“I’m thankful for being able 

to attend school.”  

~Julianna, Grade 10 

“I’m thankful to have been 

able to play volleyball this 

“I’m thankful to have been able 

to make mask hooks with my 

3D printer.” ~JJ, Grade 4 

“I’m thankful for  

more time with family.” 

“My grandparents had 

COVID-19, and I am 

thankful they are all 

better.” ~Jaxon, Grade 4 

“I’m so thankful I can 

 go to school and learn 

about God.” 

“I’m thankful I can see family and my friends 

at school.” ~Natalie and Ava, Grade 5 

“I’m very thankful that my Aunt recovered 

from COVID-19 and did not get very sick.” 
“I am thankful everyone 

seems to be realizing what 

they are taking for granted.” 

“I’m thankful for my family 

and seeing friends at school 

again...and playing more 

video games.”  

“My uncle Alex was very sick with COVID-19, 

and I am thankful that he is all better now.  

I am thankful that I can go to school instead 

of school online. I am also thankful that I can 

HAPPY 

THANKSGIVING! 

the milestones associated with senior year. 

 Sports, retreats, and even the entire school  

atmosphere is nothing the seniors could have  

expected or prepared for. “Frankly the  

pandemic hasn’t changed my life drastically 

with the exception of school. I remained  

grateful by putting my energy into people and 

things I care about. My close friends live in 

different states so the pandemic gave me the 

opportunity to spend more time with them. 

I’m also grateful that the pandemic gave me 

the opportunity for self-growth,” Skylar 

Chapdelaine, a senior at PVCA said. 

The pandemic affects everyone in many  

different ways, but like the students at PVCA, a 

choice can be made to see God’s light and  

“I’m thankful 

for spending 

more time 

outside.” 

~Charis,  

Grade 7 

“I’m thankful for more 

family time.”  

“I’m thankful 

that we have 

masks so we 

can go to 

school.”  

~ Avery,  

“I’m thankful for staying 

home with everyone, but 

I’m happy to be back.” 

Brady, Grade 3 

“I’m thankful for more 

family bonding.” 

“I’m so thankful to be at Pioneer Valley Christian 

Academy and learning in a classroom. The PVCA 

teachers are so nice and the students are very  

welcoming.  

~Avelinn, Grade 3 



part was definitely spending so much time with 

the people on the team and growing closer to 

those people I would have never had any  

connection with but are now so important to me. I 

would have to say one of my favorite  

memories was after the game that got us into the 

playoffs last year because we were just so excited 

and screamed all the way into the locker room.” 

Freshman Christiana Docktor was grateful for the 

seniors and how they encouraged the team. “I 

loved playing with the seniors this year at  

volleyball because they all are very nice and  

funny. Their energy just makes me wanna get 

hyped for the game which I love! They are all  

encouraging which I love, even if u make a  

mistake they will give u advice on what to do right 

in order to get better,” Docktor said. 

Varsity and Junior Varsity had an incredible  

 

Seniors serve up their final victory 

 EAGLE SPORTS 

Sanitizer Ducky 

August 18, 2020-November 10, 2020 

Sanitizer Ducky was born at Marshalls in  

Chicopee, Massachusetts and died a tragic death 

in Room 116 at PVCA in Springfield,  

Massachusetts. He was one of three children and 

will be dearly missed by his brother and sister. 

Sanitizer Ducky lived a short but meaningful life 

sacrificing his own comfort for the health and 

safety of all PVCA students and faculty members. 

He was used daily to  

dispense hand sanitizer 

fighting 99.7% of germs 

and diseases. Sanitizer 

Ducky’s life was cut short 

when he was the victim 

of a tragic accident. He 

was broken to pieces by 

the tookus of his beloved 

friend, Caleb Sierra. One 

could say he was hiney-jacked. The PVCA  

community is grateful for the faithful service of 

Sanitizer Ducky and is saddened at the 

knowledge that his last moments were eclipsed 

by the moon.  

Obituaries 

By Emma Kerns 

The senior PVCA Eagles played their final game 

against Paulo Freire Social Justice Charter School 

on November 10th. The Eagles won the opening 

two sets maintaining a lead throughout the entire 

game. The third set ended in overtime with a final 

score of 29-27. PVCA fans erupted in cheers for 

the seniors. The varsity team had a fantastic  

season, and their hard work was evident in the 

way they played.  

    Katya Jemiolo, senior,  looks back on her time as 

an Eagle fondly, and she values the bonds and 

memories she has created. “My favorite part of 

playing for PVCA was the bond that we shared as 

a team. My teammates are not just “teammates”, 

they are my sisters. I will never forget the  

memories we made and the amazing moments we 

shared and I'm going to miss every one of them.... 

including Sporter. This season was, by far, the 

best season and although COVID got in the way, I 



 

Judge Amy Coney Barrett 

appointed to the U.S. Supreme Court 

On the evening of October 26, the Senate  

confirmed appeals judge Amy Coney Barrett to 

a lifetime appointment on the Supreme Court 

on a partisan vote of 52-to-48, handing  

Republicans a 6-to-3 Supreme Court majority 

just one week before Election Day and one 

month after Trump named her to replace the 

late justice, Ruth Bader Ginsburg. Judge  

Barrett, 46, is Trump’s third appointee, and 

promises to shape landmark rulings on the 

court long after his presidency.  

The decision comes amid concerns that her 

confirmation will spell the end of abortion and 

the Affordable Care Act, an Obama era statute 

that covers millions of Americans with  

pre-existing conditions. Even though she is 

slated to participate in a case deciding the fate 

of the ACA on November 10, Judge Barrett 

says she has no intention of overturning the 

statute. When questioned on abortion during 

her confirmation hearing, Judge Barrett  

declined to comment, but she has expressed  

misgivings about the constitutionality of Roe 

vs. Wade in the past. 

Perhaps in conflict with Trump’s wishes,  

Barrett vowed during her  confirmation  

ceremony to act “independently” of political 

branches and the president, echoing an earlier 

Joe Biden announced President elect, Kamala 

Harris is the first woman and person of color 

to become Vice President 

Joseph R. Biden was elected the 46th president of 

the United States the morning of November 7, after  

surpassing 270 electoral votes with a decisive win 

in Pennsylvania, capping a contentious election 

season and providing long-awaited relief for many 

Americans who have grown weary of President 

Trump’s divisiveness. 

Biden is the oldest candidate to ascend to the  

presidency, and the first candidate to beat an  

incumbent in 25 years. His running mate, Kamala 

Harris, also made history as the first woman, and 

person of color, to become Vice President. The  

victory marks Biden’s first successful presidential 

bid, after running in 1988, when he was disqualified 

for committing plagiarism, then again in 2008. 

Biden’s self-made image as a “moderate” conflicts 

with the more radical tendencies of his party, 

which has forced him to walk a tightrope between 

keeping his mainstream democratic base and not 

scaring off disaffected Republicans or undecided 

voters. Such balance is difficult to achieve, but for 

the Biden campaign, it boiled down to a simple 

message: a vote for Biden will restore decency and 

order to the White House, two things that have 

remained central to his appeal. 

Following the announcement, Biden-supporters 

flooded city streets to celebrate, and world leaders, 

including Boris Johnson of the United Kingdom and 

Justin Trudeau of Canada, congratulated Biden and 

Harris on their achievement. 

However, the Trump campaign plans to make  

several legal challenges to the election results in 

NATIONAL NEWS  
By Benjamin LeBlanc 

Due to the influx of mail-in votes which  

overwhelmingly favor Biden, early results in 

states where Election Day votes were counted 

before mail-in votes skewed in favor of Trump 

and created a “red mirage” that eventually gave 

way to a Biden comeback. This, along with  

record shattering turnout, could drag out the 

election for weeks in states that accept mail-in 

votes past November 3. 

Per the New York Times, both candidates were 

more or less guaranteed a baseline of electoral 

votes from which they could chart a path to  

victory: Biden had 212 and Trump had 125. The 

magic number needed to win the election is 270. 

After the first polls closed around 7 P.M., 

both candidates carried their baseline, and focus 

shifted onto the swing states that would decide 

the election, namely Georgia, Arizona, and  

Nevada, and Biden’s blue wall: Michigan,  

Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin. Before the night 

ended, Trump edged out Biden in Georgia and 

Pennsylvania, but the states remained too close 

to call. 

As expected, Wednesday morning into Friday 

evening, Biden slowly overtook Trump in  

Pennsylvania, Georgia, Nevada, and Arizona and 

flipped Michigan, and Wisconsin, boosted by 

newly tabulated mail in votes. 

In the 48 hours after Election Day, Trump  

unleashed a flurry of tweets alleging widespread 

mail fraud, citing isolated incidents but failing to 

produce any smoking guns, while Biden,  

confident of victory, tweeted, “keep the faith, 

guys. We’re going to win this.” 

No matter who gets elected president, high 

school history teacher Mr. Annis has faith in the  

American system to preserve the nation, “The 

infrastructure of the American system is so 

strong that whoever controls it can only control 

it so far. So I don’t think there will be that much 

of a difference as far as what the average  

American experiences.” 

Election Chaos 
(cont. from pg.1) 



By Brad Hill 

The Los Angeles Dodgers beat the Tampa Bay Rays 

3-1 in Game 6 of the World Series to bring the first 

championship to Los Angeles since 1988. Due to 

the coronavirus, the game was played at Globe 

Life Field, home of the Texas Rangers, so that  

there would be no need to travel. After the Rays 

tied the series at two games, the Dodgers won 

games five and six to secure their victory. "This 

team was incredible all throughout the year, all 

throughout the postseason, all throughout the 

quarantine," said Corey Seager, who drove in the 

go-ahead run in the sixth inning and became the 

eighth player to win the League Championship 

Series MVP and World Series MVP in the same 

year. "We never stopped. We were ready to go as 

soon as the bell was called. And once it did, we 

kept rolling. "The general manager for the  

Dodgers, Dave Roberts, had simple words for his 

team. “This is our year.”  

The Dodgers’ third baseman Justin Turner was 

pulled from the game in the seventh inning and 

replaced by Edwin Rios after his COVID-19 test 

came back positive. After self-isolating for the rest 

defended his teammate when asked about Turner 

returning to the field to join the Dodgers for a 

team picture. "He's part of the team," Betts said.  

"Forget all that, he's part of the team. We're not 

excluding him from anything.” During the team 

picture, Turner removed his mask and sat next to 

his manager, Dave Roberts, a cancer survivor. "It's 

gut-wrenching," Seager said when asked about 

Turner and his diagnosis. "It hurts me. I can't  

imagine how he feels. If I could switch places with 

him right now, I would, because that man more 

than anybody deserves to take a picture with that 

trophy, celebrate with us, have his family around 

and 

enjoy 

this 

World Series Update 

By Marcos Aikman 

The 2020 NBA Finals was an intense series  

between the Los Angeles Lakers, led by veteran 

players LeBron James and Anthony Davis, and the 

Miami Heat, led by Jimmy Butler and young star, 

Bam Adebayo. This year’s Finals was in the 

“Orlando Bubble,” which was where the teams 

played for the postseason because of the  

coronavirus; therefore, there were no fans to add 

to the hype of the playoffs. Although the Miami 

Heat fought for their first ring since LeBron’s reign 

as their team’s superstar, they lost to the Lakers in 

six games. LeBron James proved to be the key 

player in this series by winning the Lakers their 

first ring since Kobe Bryant’s back-to-back  

differently than expected, it was still quite a  

postseason. The Miami Heat held their own and 

proved that they were not a team to be taken 

lightly, forcing a six-game series with the Lakers. 

However, the last game was a complete blowout 

for the Heat. Although this championship was, as 

James predicted, “the toughest title to ever win,” 

the Lakers still “made the clincher look 

easy…  James had 28 points, 14 rebounds, and 10 

assists, and the Lakers beat the Miami Heat 106-

93 on Sunday night to win the NBA Finals in six 

games…” He “won his fourth title, doing it with a 

third different franchise — and against the Heat 

franchise that showed him how to become a 

champion,” commented the Global News.  

The 2019-2020 season was clearly meant for the 

Lakers. Kobe Bryant’s unfortunate death in  

January was a major factor in the drive that 

pushed the Lakers to not give up and to have a 

“mamba mentality” whenever they played. The 

Lakers, as a whole, deserved this championship. 

Every player sought to win the Finals to honor and 

remember Kobe Bryant, his impact on the league, 

and his legacy.  “And to Laker Nation, we have 

The Los Angeles Lakers Win the 2020 NBA Finals! 
This year, the NBA experienced an unexpected 

obstacle in the middle of the season: COVID-19. 

Games came to an abrupt stop towards the end of 

March, and players and fans did not know  

whether the season would continue later in the 

year. The games resumed in late July in the  

Orlando Bubble. But, due to the sudden lock-

down, the season had to be shortened. Twenty-

two teams qualified for the NBA restart. From 

there, sixteen teams qualified for the Playoffs 

which ran its usual best-of-seven series for the 

first round, Conference Semifinals, Conference 

Finals, and the Finals. Throughout the season, fans 

were excited to see “the battle of LA” in the West, 

featuring the Los Angeles Lakers, who had  

acquired Anthony Davis in the previous offseason, 

and the Los Angeles Clippers, who had acquired 

Kawhi Leonard and Paul George. The fans were 

also excited to see which of those teams would 

face the Milwaukee Bucks in the Finals, led by 

reigning MVP Giannis Antetokounmpo. However, 

this expectation was not even close to what  

actually happened. To the disappointment of 

14. Oklahoma State 

15. Coastal Carolina 

16. Marshall 

17. Iowa State 

18. Oklahoma 

19. SMU 

20. USC 

21. Texas 

22. Liberty 

23. Northwestern 

24. Auburn 

25. Louisiana 

       Lafayette 

1. Alabama 

2. Notre Dame 

3. Ohio State 

4. Clemson 

5. Texas A&M 

6. Florida 

7. Cincinnati 

8. Brigham Young 

9. Miami (FL) 

10. Indiana 

11. Oregon 

12. Georgia 

13. Wisconsin 

Local Teams: 

Patriots 23, Ravens 17 

College Football AP poll: 

AFC EAST 

Buffalo Bills  7-3 

Miami Dolphins 6-3 

N.E. Patriots  4-5 

New York Jets 0-9 

AFC North 

Pittsburgh Steelers 9-0 

Baltimore Ravens 6-3 

Cleveland Browns 6-3 

Cincinnati Bengals 2-6-1 

AFC South 

Indianapolis Colts 6-3 

Tennessee Titans 6-3 

Houston Texans 2-7 

Jacksonville Jaguars 1-8 

AFC West 

Kansas City Chiefs 8-1 

Las Vegas Raiders 6-3 

Denver Broncos 3-6 

L.A. Chargers 2-7 

NFC East 

Philadelphia Eagles 3-5-1 

New York Giants 3-7 

Washington FB Team 2-7 

Dallas Cowboys 2-7 

NFC North 

Green Bay Packers 7-2 

Chicago Bears 5-4 

Detroit Lions 4-5 

Minnesota Vikings 3-5 

NFC South 

New Orleans Saints 7-2 

Tampa Bay Buccaneers 7-3 

Atlanta Falcons 3-6 

Carolina Panthers 3-7 

NFC West 

Arizona Cardinals 6-3 

L.A. Rams  6-3 

Seattle Seahawks 6-3 

San Francisco 49ers 4-6 


